28o              ATTIS AS A GOD OF VEGETATION         BOOK n
fine harvest was attributed to the recent arrival of the Great
The           Mother.1    The bathing of the image of the goddess in a
bathing of rjver   may   wejj   kave   keen   a   rain-charm   to   ensure  an
her image                       J                               .
either a abundant supply of moisture for the crops. Or perhaps,
rain-chann as Mr Hepding has suggested, the union of Cybele and
marriage- Attis, like that of Aphrodite and Adonis, was dramatically
nte'         represented at the festival, and the subsequent bath of the
goddess was a ceremonial purification of the bride, such as
is often observed at human marriages.2 In like manner
Aphrodite is said to have bathed after her union with
Adonis,3 and so did Demeter after her intercourse with"
Poseidon.4 Hera washed in the springs of the river Burrha
after her marriage with Zeus ;6 and every year she recovered
her virginity by bathing in the spring of Canathus.6 How-
ever that may be, the rules of diet observed by the worshippers
of Cybele and Attis at their solemn fasts are clearly dictated
by a belief that the divine life of these deities manifested
itself in the fruits of the earth, and especially in such of
them as are actually hidden by the soil. For while the
devotees were allowed to partake of flesh, though not of
pork or fish, they were forbidden to eat seeds and the roots
of vegetables, but they might eat the stalks and upper parts
of the plants.7
Demons," which is plainly a Christian     goddess   was   probably   Astarte.    So
version of the title  " Mother of the     Lucian (De dea Syria] calls the Astarte
Gods."                                                      of Hierapolis "the Assyrian Hera."
1  Above, p. 265.    In the island of        fl Pausanias, ii. 38. 2.
Thera an ox, wheat, barley, wine, and        7 Julian, Orat. v. 173 sqq* (pp. 225
" other first-fruits of all that the seasons     sqq. ed. F. C. Hertlein); H. Hepding,
produce" were offered to the Mother     Attis^ pp. 155-157.    However, apples,
of the Gods, plainly because she was     pomegranates,   and   dates   were   also
deemed   the source  of fertility.    See     forbidden.    The story that the mother
G. Dittenberger, Sylloge Inscriptionum     of Attis conceived him through contact
Gratcarumf vol. ii. p. 426, No. 630.      with a pomegranate (above, pp. 263,
2  H. Hepding, Attis, pp. 215-217;     269) might explain the prohibition of
compare id. p. 175 note7.                       that fruit.    But the reasons for taboo-
3  Ptolemaeus, Nov. Hist, i, p. 183 of    ing apples and dates are not apparent,
A. Westermann's Mythographi Graeci    though Julian tried to discover them.
(Brunswick, 1843),                                   He suggested that dates may have been
4  Pausanias, viii. 25. 5 sq>                   forbidden because the date-palm does
6 Aelian, Nat. Anim. xii. 30.    The    not grow in Phrygia, the native land
place was  in  Mesopotamia, and  the     of Cybele and Attis.